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Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Office, 


14,  Temple  Street,  Birmingham, 

Jist  January , 1908, 

Ho  tbe  Ibealtb  Committee,  Erbington  district  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1.  I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Thirteenth  Annual 
Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  under  your  charge 
This  comprises  the  Hamlets  of  Erdington  and  Witton,  and 
includes  the  following  Public  Institutions  : — The  Aston  Union 
Workhouse,  the  Cottage  Homes,  the  J affray  Hospital,  the  Mason 
Orphanage,  a portion  of  the  Aston  Manor  Infectious  Hospital, 
St.  Thomas’s  Abbey,  Oscott  College,  St.  John’s  Home,  and  the 
Branch  of  the  City  of  Birmingham  Lunatic  Asylum. 


area. 

2.  The  area  of  the  district  is  4,550  acres,  of  which  3,610  are 
in  Erdington,  and  940  in  Witton. 

3.  There  has  been  no  alteration  in  Ward  Boundaries,  and  the 
District,  as  before,  is  divided  into  five  Wards,  and  in  the  tables  of 
mortality  and  sickness  appended,  the  statistics  will  be  found  set 
down  in  the  various  Wards.  'This  is  of  importance,  because  it 
permits  us  to  see  where  any  excessive  mortality  occurs,  or  where 
there  is  a prevalence  of  zymotic  disease. 

POPULATION. 

4.  The  question  of  the  exact  population,  except  in  years  of  the 
Official  Census,  is  a very  important  one,  as  it  is  obvious  that  the 
accuracy  of  the  various  rates  set  down,  depends  on  the  accuracy 
of  the  estimation  of  population  made.  Though  it  is  seven  years 
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since  we  bad  the  advantage  of  an  enumeration,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  a private  Census  is  made  by  the  District  Surveyor  in  each 
year,  of  the  number  of  houses  inhabited  in  the  middle  of  it,  we  are 
able  to  judge  very  accurately  what  our  population  has  become. 
Mr.  Humphries  informs  me  that  at  the  30th  June,  5,585  houses 
were  inhabited,  and  multiplying  this  number  by  the  figure  obtained 
at  the  Census  as  the  average  occupants  of  each  house,  we  gel  a 
total  of  28,397. 

5.  'This  total  includes  the  inmates  of  various  Institutions,  a 
large  majority  of  which  have  no  immediate  connection  with  the 
District,  so  that  to  obtain  the  population  on  which  rates  should  be 
calculated,  it  is  essential  to  eliminate  these,  and  after  doing  so,  we 
obtain  the  figure  of  26,633  as  population  for  statistical  pur- 
poses, for  the  year  1907. 

6.  I estimate  the  population  of  the  Hamlet  of  Erdington  to  be 
24,047,  and  that  of  Witton  2,586.  Last  year,  the  large  increase 
shown  was  observed  to  be  entirely  in  the  District  of  Erdington, 
but  this  year  there  has  been  an  increase  of  571  in  the  Witton 
portion  of  the  District.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  our  population 
is  becoming  a very  large  one,  and  as  far  as  one  can  foresee,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  in  this  district  are  to  be  found  the  only  vacant 
building  sites  adjacent  to  the  populous  Boroughs  of  Aston  and  Bir- 
mingham, it  is  almost  certain  that  a very  considerable  increase  will 
occur  in  the  near  future. 


BIRTHS. 

7.  Seven  hundred  and  eleven  births — 330  males  and  381 
females  have  been  registered  during  the  year.  This  gives  us  an 
increase  of  82  births  compared  with  the  previous  year, and  calculated 
on  the  estimated  population,  gives  us  a birth-rate  of  26^69,  com- 
pared with  2576  in  1906. 

8.  This  figure  is  of  considerable  interest,  because  it  shows  that 
the  decline  of  the  birth  rate  of  Erdington,  which  in  common  with 
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other  Districts  throughout  the  Country,  has  been  going  on,  and 
which  I showed  to  he  arrested  last  year,  has  been  raised  this  year 
nearly  one  per  1,000  of  the  population.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to 
find  that  this  rate  is  the  highest  we  have  registered  since  1901. 

9.  Included  in  these  figures  is  a large  number  of  illegitimate 
births,  namely  62,  a number  considerably  larger  than  in  the 
previous  year,  but  satisfaction  may  be  obtained  from  a considera- 
tion of  the  fact  that  only  6 of  the  62  were  the  children  of  normal 
residents  of  the  District,  the  others  being  children  of  mothers 
removed  to  the  Workhouse  from  the  large  Parish  of  Aston,  which 
includes  a large  portion  cf  Birmingham  City,  and  other  Districts. 

DEATHS. 

10  Seven  hundred  and  fifty-three  deaths — namely  431  males 
and  322  females — were  registered  in  the  District,  compared  with 
667  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  183  occurred  in  Erdington, 
25  in  Witton,  531  at  the  Workhouse,  and  14  at  the  Jaffray 
Hospital. 

11.  I must  again  point  out,  as  I have  done  before,  that  the 
gross  number  of  deaths  registered  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
vital  statistics  of  the  District  proper,  as  only  234  deaths  are 
properly  to  be  debited  to  the  District,  namely,  123  males  and  111 
females.  All  the  other  deaths  are  due  to  persons  removed  from 
Birmingham  and  other  outside  Districts,  as  paupers  to  the  \\  ork- 
house.  Even  after  eliminating  this  large  number  of  deaths 
occurring  in  non-residents,  it  would  not  give  us  theconect  death- 
rate,  because  many  residents  die  outside  the  district,  notably  in  the 
Birmingham  Hospitals  and  other  Institutions.  These  have  all 
been  collected  as  far  as  possible,  and  the  234  deaths  include  these. 
This  gives  us  for  the  year  a death-rate  of  8-78  of  the  estimated 
population.  This  is  not  only  the  lowest  death-rate  for  the  last  ten 
years,  but  as  far  as  records  go,  the  lowest  figure  ever  recorded  in 
the  District.  It  is  particularly  satisfactory  to  note  that  it  is  2-08 
lower  than  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years. 


6 


12.  The  following  Table  shows  at  a glance  the  birth,  death, 
and  zymotic  death  rates  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 


Rate. 

1897 

1898 

1999 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

J9°5 

1906  1907 

Birth 

27-23 

26-50 

26-02 

27-00 

3179 

25-48 

2579 

25*4 

24-1 

25-76  26-69 

Death 

12-15 

10-70 

11-58 

ii-oo 

11-15 

9-8i 

1 1 TO 

io-8 

9 ‘85 

10-52  878 

Zymotic 

3'° 

1 ’33 

i*9 

1 -29 

I -02 

0-73 

I 07 

i7 

o-57 

0-73  0-52 

13.  The  Table  given  below  compares  the  death-rate  for  the 
year  with  those  of  the  neighbouring  Districts,  and  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  : — 


1907 

Erdington. 

Aston 

Manor. 

Sutton 

Coldfield. 

England. 

8-78 

.3, 

On 

00 

15-0 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

14.  Of  the  234  deaths  belonging  to  the  district,  only  44 
occurred  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a percentage  to 
the  total  deaths  of  18*8,  and  a rate  of  infant  mortality  of  61  per 
1,000  registered  births. 

15.  The  following  Table  shows  the  rate  of  Infant  Mortality 
compared  with  the  total  number  of  Births  and  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  district : — 


Annual  Rate 
of 

Mortality. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Infants  under 
One  Year 
to 

Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Children  under 
Five  Years 
to 

Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Infants  under 
One  Year 
to 

Registered 

Births. 

8-78 

18*8 

28-20 

6-i 
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1 6.  For  many  years  the  rate  of  Infant  Mortality  in  Erdington 
was  one  of  the  unsatisfactory  features  of  its  vital  statistics.  Of  late, 
however,  an  improvement  has  occurred,  and  this  year  we  get  a 
figure  which,  as  far  as  I know,  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded,  and 
indeed  is  so  low  that,  looking  at  the  fact  that  a considerable 
number  of  children  must  die  from  non-preventable  causes  in  the 
first  few  months  of  life,  it  may  be  considered  down  to  the  lowest 
at  which  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  can  be  regularly  maintained. 

# 

17.  The  following  are  the  causes  of  the  deaths  registered  in 
children  under  one  year  of  age  : — Whooping  cough,  3 ; diarrhoea, 
3 ; premature  birth,  1 1 ; atrophy  and  marasmas,  7 ; tuberculous 
peritonitis,  r ; other  tuberculosis  diseases,  t • meningitis,  1 ; con- 
vulsions, 4 ; congenital  defects,  4 ; pneumonia,  6 ; bronchitis,  2 ; 
other  causes,  1. 

18.  Comparing  the  causes  of  death  with  those  of  the  past 
season,  we  find  that  there  is  a marked  reduction  in  the  deaths  from 
diarrhoea,  only  three  being  recorded,  against  six  in  the  previous 
year,  while  there  was  no  mortality  from  enteritis.  Whooping  cough 
is  responsible  for  three  deaths,  but  there  is  no  mortality  from 
measles. 

19.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  happy  result  is  due  to  a con- 
siderable extent  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  prevalence  of 
autumnal  heat.  In  other  words,  as  we  have  often  found  before, 
the  wet  summer,  though  unpleasant  to  ordinary  beings,  was 
economical  as  regards  the  toll  it  took  of  infant  life. 


20.  In  connection  with  the  subject  of  infant  mortality,  an 
important  step  was  taken  by  Parliament  in  its  last  session,  by 
means  of  which  it  was  enacted  that  all  births  should  be  notified 
within  thirty-six  hours  of  delivery.  The  Act,  however,  is  an  adop- 
tive one,  and  is  not  operative  until  the  Local  Authority  or  County 
Council  have  given  notice  of  adoption,  and  such  notice  has 
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received  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  I regret 
that  the  Council  have  not  seen  fit  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Health  Committee,  and  adopt  the  Act,  because  it  is  obvious  that 
much  good  can  be  done  by  ascertaining  where  the  recent  births 
have  occurred,  and  thus  aid  the  mothers  or  guardians  of  the 
children  in  their  early  years  to  so  properly  feed  and  tend  these 
infants  that  the  lives  of  many  which  would  normally  be  lost,  may 
be  saved. 

21.  One  of  the  County  Council  health  visitors — Miss  Lowe — 
did  a considerable  amount  of  work  in  the  summer  months,  both 
in  visiting  the  homes  of  newly-born  children — the  address  of  which 
we  managed  to  discover— and  also  by  dealing  at  the  schools  with 
cases  of  verminous  children,  and  others  infected  with  parasitic  skin 
diseases. 

22.  The  figures  given  above  apply  to  what  may  be  called  the 
residential  portion  of  the  district,  in  that  I have  eliminated  pur- 
posely, the  births  and  the  infant  mortality  occurring  in  those 
births  in  the  Workhouse.  I have  shown  that  a large  proportion  of 
these  were  illegitimate  children,  the  mothers  of  which  come  to  the 
Workhouse  solely  for  the  purpose  of  being  confined.  They  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  district,  and,  looking  to  the  fact  that  the 
mortality  among  such  children  is  enormously  greater  than  in  legi- 
timate ones,  I felt  it  only  right  to  remove  these  from  the  statistics 
of  the  district  proper.  If,  however,  we  include  all  the  deaths 
occurring  in  these  Union  children,  our  total  infantile  death-rate  for 
the  year  is  only  8o  per  i,ooo. 

23.  The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  deaths  in  each 
quarter,  together  with  the  total  and  zymotic  death  rates  : — 


1907 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Zymotic 
Death  Rate 

1st  quarter 

62 

931 

•90 

2nd  ,, 

67 

icro6 

■60 

3rd  ,, 

43 

6 '45 

•14 

4th  „ 

62 

9 ‘3 1 

'45 
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24.  This  table  shows  the  same  extraordinary  fact  that  was 
observed  last  year,  namely,  that  the  death  rate  was  the  lowest  in 
the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  as  was  also  the  zymotic  death-rate, 
while  it  was  highest  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  year,  though  this 
is  generally  the  healthiest  quarter. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

25.  Qnly  14  deaths  have  been  registered  from  the  seven  prin- 
cipal zymotic  diseases,  compared  with  18  in  the  previous  year,  and 
13  in  1905.  The  deaths  registered  were  as  follows  : — Whooping 
cough,  6 ; measles,  1 ; typhoid  fever,  2 ; diphtheria,  1 ; scarlet 
fever,  1 ; diarrhoea,  3. 

26.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  has  been  no  marked  mor- 
tality from  any  of  these  zymotic  diseases.  Though  the  district 
proper  was  remarkably  free  from  infectious  illness,  it  is  worthy  of 
remark  that  ten  deaths  occurred  in  the  Workhouse  from  measles, 
2 from  whooping  cough,  and  3 from  typhoid  fever. 

27.  Smallpox. — I can  again  report  that  not  a single  case  of 
this  disease  has  been  notified  during  the  year. 

28.  Scarlet  Fever.— Though  no  death  was  registered  in  the 
district,  one  occurred  in  the  Joint  Infectious  Hospital,  to  which  it 
was  removed  from  Short  Heath  Ward.  The  number  of  cases  noti- 
fied, viz.,  68,  is  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  so  that 
with  an  increased  population,  the  incidence  of  the  disease  has 
been  less.  Of  these  68  cases,  7 occurred  in  public  institutions, 
namely,  1 at  the  Workhouse,  and  6 in  the  Mason  Orphanage.  I 
may  state  that  at  no  time  was  there  anything  approaching  an 
epidemic,  and  I am  pleased  also  to  state  that  the  number  of  cases 
in  the  Orphanage  was  only  one  half  that  of  the  previous  year. 

29.  Meades. — For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  has  been 
no  serious  prevalence  cf  this  disease.  Only  one  death  has  been 
registered,  compared  with  three  in  the  previous  year. 


IO 


30.  Diphtheria.— Last  year  I was  able  to  show  that  the  ten 
dency  to  suffer  from  attacks  of  throat  illness  had  been  less  marked 
than  usual.  This  year,  despite  our  increasing  population,  this 
fact  is  still  more  prominent.  One  death  has  been  registered,  and 
22  cases  reported.  The  relation,  too,  of  deaths  to  notified  cases, 
shows  that  the  majority  of  these  were  of  a very  mild  type. 

31.  I personally  visited  practically  every  house  in  which  cases 
occurred,  and  made  full  enquiries  as  to  their  possible  origin. 


32.  The  disease  was  again  chiefly  prevalent  in  Short  Heath 
Ward,  and  also  in  Bromford  Ward,  11  cases  occurring  in  the  one, 
and  6 in  the  other. 

33.  In  hardly  any  instances  were  sanitary  defects  found  where 
the  cases  occurred,  and  another  interesting  fact  is  that  in  no 
single  instance  did  another  case  occur  after  the  first  one,  in  the 
same  house. 

34.  In  a very  large  number  of  instances  advantage  has  been 
taken  by  medical  practitioners  called  in,  of  the  free  examination  of 
swabs,  taken  from  the  throats  of  patients,  under  the  County 
Council  scheme.  The  bacterial  method  of  confirming  a diagnosis 
has  now  become  so  increasingly  accurate,  that  I hope  in  the  future 
every  such  case  will  be  verified  by  practitioners  themselves. 


35.  I must  again  call  attention  to  what  I consider  a very 
important  point  in  connection  with  this  disease.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  bacillus  of  diphtheria  will  linger  for  long  periods  in  the 
mouths  and  throats  of  patients  who  have  partly  recovered  from  the 
acute  symptoms.  It  is  always  a difficult  point  to  settle  when  con- 
valescents may  be  allowed  to  mix  with  healthy  persons,  and  as  the 
majority  of  diphtheria  patients  are  school  children,  and  as 
undoubtedly  diphtheria  is  chiefly  spread  by  association  in  schools, 


it  is  increasingly  important  that  the  means  now  at  our  disposal 
should  be  used  by  medical  practitioners  before  certifying  that  such 
children  are  fit  to  resume  school  work.  The  trouble  of  taking  a 
swab  is  so  small,  and  as  the  information  obtained  is  so  valuable, 
while  the  cost  is  nil,  it  see  ms  to  me  that  this  of  necessity  should 
almost  become  a routine  practice. 

36.  Typhoid  Fever.-—  Eighteen  cases  altogether  were  notified, 
but  seven  of  these  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  in  persons  removed 
from  places  outside  the  district,  so  that  our  figure  for  the  year  is 
only  11.  Two  of  these  cases  proved  fatal,  one  in  Moor  End,  and 
one  in  Short  Heath  Ward.  The  latter  was  removed  to  the  General 
Hospital. 

37.  Investigations  into  the  origin  of  the  disease  showed  that 
in  one  case  the  consumption  of  shell  fish  was  almost  certainly  the 
cause.  Efforts  were  made  to  trace  where  the  shell  fish  concerned 
came  from,  but  these  were  unsuccessful. 

38.  In  more  than  one  case,  the  disease  was  very  much  com- 
plicated by  other  affections.  In  only  one  case  were  there  any 
insanitary  conditions  of  the  premises  occupied,  and  these  were 
removed  at  once.  In  another  case,  the  disease  was  imported  from 
Leeds,  and  on  communicating  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  that  city,  I found  that  other  relatives  were  suffering  there. 

39.  Whooping  Cough.  This  disease  is  of  course  not  a notifiable 
one,  and  unless,  therefore,  deaths  occur,  or  a prevalence  is  some- 
what marked,  we  do  not  hear  of  the  cases.  So  far  as  we  know,  there 
was  but  slight  prevalence  of  the  disease  during  the  year,  and  except 
the  fatal  cases,  very  few  were  heard  of. 

40.  Diarrhoea.  Although  four  deaths  were  registered  as  being 
due  to  this  disease — as  compared  with  1 1 and  8 of  the  previous 
years — only  3 of  these  must  be  debited  to  the  District  proper.  All 
of  them  occurred  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  no  doubt 
were  associated  with  the  hot  weather  of  autumn. 


41.  Influenza.  No  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease,  so 
that  we  may  assume  that  at  all  events  in  the  dangerous  forms,  it 
was  not  epidemic.  This  view  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  there 
was  a marked  reduction  in  deaths  from  pneumonia,  the  number  of 
such  deaths  being  25,  compared  with  40  in  the  previous  year. 

42.  Phthisis.  The  mortality  from  this  disease  has  been  slightly 
less  than  in  the  previous  year,  despite  the  increase  of  our  popu- 
lation. Altogether,  15  deaths  have  occurred,  compared  with  17  in 
1906  In  the  Workhouse  the  mortality  remains  high,  the  number 
of  deaths  registered  being  83,  compared  with  86  and  79  in  the  two 
preceding  years.  The  figures  for  the  District,  though  they  show 
still  that  consumption  is  a very  serious  cause  of  death,  may  be 
considered,  compared  with  the  Country  generally,  fairly  satisfactory. 
The  percentage  of  deaths  due  to  phthisis  is  6.4,  a reduction  of  .5 
on  the  figure  of  the  previous  year. 

43.  A large  proportion  of  the  deaths  occurred — as  in  the 
previous  years — in  the  poorer  portions  of  the  District,  six  occurring 
in  Short  Heath  Ward. 

44.  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  disinfection  of 
premises,  clothing,  and  bedding,  has  taken  place  in  nearly  every 
case,  after  the  death  of  a patient.  I instituted  this  procedure 
many  years  ago,  and  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  the 
great  majority  of  cases  the  relatives  are  anxious  for  such 
precautionary  measures  to  be  taken. 

45.  Cancer.  The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  and  malignant 
disease  is  slightly  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  though  higher 
than  in  the  years  1904  and  1905.  On  the  whole,  however,  I do 
not  think  there  is  any  evidence  that  the  mortality  from  malignant 
disease  is  increasing  in  the  district. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OF  ENQUIRIES  MADE  AS  TO  CONDITIONS 
INJURIOUS  TO  HEALTH,  AND  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 
ADVISED  ; ALSO  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SUPERVISION 
EXERCISED  OVER  PLACES  AND  HOUSES  WHICH  THE 
SANITARY  AUTHORITY  HAVE  POWER  TO  REGULATE, 
WITH  THE  ACTION  TAKEN  IN  REGARD  TO  OFFENSIVE 
TRADES. 

46.  In  my  last  year’s  Report,  I called  your  attention  to  the 
very  rapidly  growing  population  of  the  district,  and  pointed  out 
that  I thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  help  should  be  given  to 
your  Inspector  in  carrying  out  his  duties.  I am  particularly 
pleased  therefore  to  be  able  to  record  that  during  the  year 
the  views  I expressed  have  been  accepted  by  the  Council,  and 
a Sub-Inspector  appointed  for  the  district.  He  commenced  his 
duties  on  July  1st,  and  since  that  time  has  been  engaged  to  a very 
large  extent  in  the  systematic  house-to-house  inspection,  as  laid 
down  in  the  Memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  In 
the  appendix  will  be  found  a table  giving  a resume  of  the  defects 
discovered,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  these  reached  in  the  half- 
year  the  very  large  number  of  356,  showing  that  my  suspicion  was 
correct,  and  that  there  was  plenty  of  work  to  be  done  when  an 
increased  inspectorial  capacity  became  available. 

NOTIFICATION. 

47.  During  the  year  125  cases  have  been  notified,  or  11  less 
than  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these  105  belonged  to  the  district 
proper,  and  20  were  received  from  public  institutions.  The  cost  of 
notification  was  ^14  2s.  6d. 


ISOLATION. 

48.  There  has  not  been  a very  extended  use  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  during  the  year.  Thirty  cases  only  were 
removed  from  the  District,  and  7 from  Institutions,  while  in  addi- 
tion, 2 Typhoid  Fever  cases  were  removed  to  the  General  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  though  one  was  discharged  in  14  days  after  being 
sent  to  the  Institution.  This  result  may  be  considered  as  being 
very  satisfactory. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


49.  I have  analysed  during  the  year  19  samples  of  water. 
Twelve — that  is  one  each  month — from  the  public  supply,  delivered 
by  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Birmingham  ; six  from  surface 
wells,  and  one  from  the  Perry  well.  Of  the  surface  wells,  two  were 
found  to  be  polluted  with  sewage,  while  two  others  were  of  some- 
what doubtful  quality.  In  the  case  of  the  first  two,  the  tap  water 
supply  has  been  laid  on.  A cottage  was  found  in  Court  Lane  to 
which  there  was  no  water  supply,  and  here  also,  the  public  supply 
has  been  laid  on. 

50.  The  public  supply  has  been  consistently  of  good  quality 
throughout  the  year,  and  has  maintained  its  character  of  softness 
and  suitability  for  washing  and  other  domestic  purposes.  The 
brown  discolouration  which  has  appeared  in  previous  years, 
became  noticeable  again  in  the  autumn,  but  although  this  gives  a 
somewhat  unpleasant  aspect  to  bottles  upon  the  table,  as  it  is  due 
to  colouring  matter,  which  is  quite  innocuous,  it  may  be  com- 
pletely disregarded. 


ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD. 

51.  The  Act  dealing  with  the  above  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Food  and  Drug  Inspectors  acting  under  the  County  Council. 
The  question  of  taking  additional  samples  by  officers  of  the 
District  Council  was  considered  during  the  year,  but  it  was 
decided  that  no  action  should  be  taken. 

OVERCROWDING. 

52.  This  condition  has  not  been  at  all  in  evidence  throughout 
the  year.  I have  before  pointed  out  that  houses  are  plentiful,  and 
that  therefore  there  is  no  excuse  for  it.  As  a matter  of  fact,  only 
three  such  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  and  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Inspector  without  -difficulty. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

53.  Last  year  I reported  that  many  complaints  had  been  for- 
warded to  me  of  nuisance  arising  from  the  Sausage  Skin  Works  in 
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Hampton  Road,  and  that  this  was  the  only  offensive  trade  carried 
on  in  the  district.  The  matter  became  much  more  acute  during 
the  summer  of  the  year  under  review.  Much  personal  attention 
was  given  to  it  by  the  Inspector  and  myself.  A petition  was  pre- 
sented by  the  owners  and  residents  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  as 
a result  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  occupiers  for  creating 
a nuisance.  The  occupiers  agreed  to  remove  the  business  to  more 
suitable  premises,  out  of  the  district,  and  although  I am  informed 
that  collection  of  materials  still  goes  on  at  the  premises,  the  offen- 
sive processes  of  cleaning  have  been  given  up,  and  no  complaints 
have  been  received  during  the  latter  portion  of  the  year. 


SCHOOLS. 

54.  In  a populous  district,  such  as  Erdington,  I am  of  opinion 
that  it  is  only  under  special  conditions  that  school  closure  is  a 
necessary  or  desirable  proceeding.  Still  there  are  times  when 
undoubtedly — particularly  in  the  case  of  infant  schools — public 
health  is  jeopardised  by  schools  being  allowed  to  remain  open. 

55.  The  only  school  closed  by  me  during  the  year  was  the 
Deykin  Avenue  Infant  School,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  measles. 
Disinfection  was  carried  out  by  your  Inspector  after  the  school  was 
closed. 

56.  A new  arrangement  has  come  into  force  during  the  year, 
by  which  your  Council  has  agreed  to  allow  your  Inspector — on 
terms  agreed  upon  with  him — to  undertake  for  the  Education 
Committee  of  the  County  Council,  the  necessary  disinfection  and 
cleansing  of  elementary  schools  after  closure.  I have  drawn  up  a 
schedule  of  what  I consider  should  be  done,  and  this,  though  not 
unduly  elaborate  will,  I believe,  be  efficacious  in  practice. 


NEW  STREETS  AND  BUILDINGS. 


57.  I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  H.  Humphries,  the  Surveyor  of 
the  District  Council,  for  the  following  particulars  of  the  work  done 
in  his  department  : — 

NEW  STREETS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

One  hundred  and  one  plans  for  new  roads,  buildings,  etc.,  were  submitted 
to  the  Highways  and  Buildings  Committee  for  their  consideration,  repre- 
senting five  new  roads,  524  dwelling  houses,  including  15  shops,  12 
additions  and  alterations  to  existing  buildings,  two  works  extensions, 
two  works,  two  schools,  and  20  miscellaneous  buildings. 

Of  these  91  plans  were  approved,  representing  476  dwelling  houses,  includ- 
ing 15  shops,  12  additions  and  alterations  to  existing  buildings,  two 
works,  two  works  extensions,  two  schools,  five  new  roads,  and  23 
miscellaneous  buildings. 

Ten  plans  were  disapproved,  representing  48  dwelling  houses  and  five 
miscellaneous  buildings. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  returns  of  approved  Plans  for  each  year  for 
the  last  ten  years  : — 


Description. 

1898 

i^99 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904  1905 

1906 

1907 

Dwelling  Houses 

370 

545 

229 

3°S 

5H 

550 

430 

458 

777 

476 

New  Roads 

5 

1 

10 

5 

•*> 

3 

5 

— 

5 

5 

Alterations  and  Additions 

19 

1 1 

19 

6 

19 

27 

3° 

18 

iS 

12 

Schools... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

— 

2 

1 

2 

Churches 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Works  ... 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

Works  Extensions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

Hotels  ... 

— • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Miscellaneous  ... 

19 

1 7 

19 

1 1 

10 

26 

l6 

20 

15 

23 

Totals  ... 

413 

576 

280 

334 

552 

609 

482 

499 

821 

522 

58.  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

From  the  above  Table  it  will  be  perceived  that,  despite  the  depression  pre- 
vailing in  the  Building  Trade  in  the  Birmingham  District,  work  in 
connection  with  the  erection  of  houses  and  shops  in  Erdington  has  been 
been  very  brisk,  the  number  of  plans  for  new  houses  approved 
in  the  year  1907  being  but  a little  under  the  average  for  the  previous 
five  years,  the  slight  decrease  being  probably  due  to  the  record  number 
approved  in  1906,  many  of  which  would  of  course  be  built  in  the  year 
now  under  review.  The  number  of  plans  for  houses  approved  in  the 
previous  five  years  amounted  to  2,729,  or  an  average  number  of  nearly 
550,  causing  an  enormous  amount  of  work  in  examining  plans,  making 
inspections,  testing  drainage,  etc. 


in 
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Amongst  the  new  buildings  erected  during  the  year  were  two  new  works  at 
Witton,  a large  Sunday  School,  etc.,  at  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a 
Wesleyan  Church  at  Stockland  Green.  The  Free  Library  facing  “ The 
Green  ” was  also  completed  and  opened  for  use. 

The  works  erected  at  Witton  are  those  of  the  Wolseley  Sheep  Shearing 
Company  and  the  Armorduct  Company,  both  of  which  companies  have 
commenced  work,  which  will  no  doubt  be  welcome  to  the  Witton  people 
and  property  owners  there,  some  of  whom  have  had  empty  houses,  pro- 
bably in  consequence  of  the  shortness  of  work  at  some  of  the  large  works 
adjoining  the  Erdington  portion  of  Witton. 

These  two  works,  together  with  those  of  the  General  Electric  Company,  are 
the  pioneers  of  what,  no  doubt,  will  grow  to  be  a large  manufacturing 
centre,  and  it  is  a matter  for  surprise  that  the  manifest  advantages  Witton 
has  for  the  erection  of  works  and  factories  have  not  received  more  and 
earlier  attention  than  they  have.  The  area  is  most  healthy,  the  subsoil 
being  of  sand  and  gravel,  the  canal  and  railway  facilities  are  exceedingly 
good,  and  with  some  little  trouble  a new  and  even  more  direct  road 
communication  with  the  city  (than  those  at  present  in  use)  can  be 
effected. 

The  1 buildings  at  present  under  construction  in  the  district  number  328 
dwelling  houses,  including  28  shops. 

9.  General  Development  of  the  District. 

The  development  of  the  district  has  proceeded  rapidly  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  At  Witton,  two  new  roads,  called  respectively  “ Bickford 
Road  ” and  “ Dulverton  Road,”  running  parallel  to  each  other,  from 
Electric  Avenue  to  Tame  Road,  and  having  a total  length  of  453  yards, 
have  been  cut,  and  are  now  rapidly  approaching  completion. 

A new  road,  called  “ Doidge  Road,”  having  a length  of  288  yards,  has  been 
cut,  leading  out  of  George  Road  opposite  to  the  Eastern  end  of  the 
Reservoir,  curving  round  nearly  parallel,  to  Gladstone  Road,  and 
connecting  with  another  new'  road  called  Dolman  Road. 

“Dolman  Road  ” has  been  extended  from  Slade  Road  over  the  hill  and 
down  to  George  Road,  the  extension  measuring  290  lineal  yards. 

Two  other  new  roads  in  the  Slade  Road  district  are  also  being  cut,  one 
called  “King’s  Road,”  leading  out  of  Slade  Road,  between  Francis 
Road  and  Hampton  Road,  in  a south-westerly  direction  for  a distance  of 
322  yards,  and  from  this  point  the  other  road,  called  “Cambridge 
Road,”  having  a length  of  250  yards,  runs  in  a southerly  direction, 
connecting  up  with  the  new  portion  of  Dolman  Road  near  its  junction 
with  Doidge  Road. 

Further  developments  are  taking  place  in  the  same  area,  three  new  roads, 
with  a total  of  1,006  yards,  being  now  laid  out,  leading  from  Slade 
Road,  nearly  opposite  to  H unton  Hill,  to  George  Road,  one  of  them 
connecting  with  the  private  road  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  George  Road 
Reservoir. 

A new  road,  called  “Newman  Road,”  has  been  cut  through  the  old 
Newman  Lodge  estate,  leading  from  High  Street  to  Trafalgar  Road. 
The  road  is  270  yards  long,  and  although  only  cut  during  the  year  under 
review,  it  is  already  almost  built  up,  and  has  a great  number  of 
inhabitants. 
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The  length  of  new  roads  cut  during  the  year  1907.  totals  1,603  yards,  or  about 
I mile. 

Although,  with  their  limited  powers,  the  Highways  Committee  endeavour 
as  far  as  possible  to  secure  the  development  of  the  district  taking  place 
on  lines  most  favourable  to  its  interests,  yet  the  proposed  new  Towns’ 
Planning  Bill  to  be  shortly  introduced  into  Parliament  will,  if  drawn  on 
comprehensive  lines,  be  of  enormous  interest  and  benefit  to  such  towns 
as  Erdington,  enabling  the  Council  to  ensure  their  extensive  unpopulated 
areas  being  laid  out  in  such  a manner  as  to  be  advantageous  to  the 
district  at  large,  and  to  the  landowners  and  building  owners. 


OTHER  NEW  ROADS. 

Other  new  roads  which  have  been  in  course  of  construction  are  : — Hermi- 
tage Road  (214  lineal  yards),  Clarence  Road  (103  lineal  yards),  Dolman 
Road,  old  portion  (333  lineal  yards),  Frances  Road  (310  lineal  yards), 
Anchorage  Road  (116  lineal  yards),  Somerset  Road  (428  lineal  yards), 
Mona  Road  (7$  lineal  yards),  Sycamore  Road  (290  lineal  yards),  Church 
Road  (83  lineal  yards),  the  total  length  of  these  roads  being  r ,955  yards, 
or  1. it  miles. 


60.  NEW  HIGHWAYS. 

Hermitage  Road,  Clarence  Road,  Ashley  Road,  and  Somerset  Road  have 
been  “ taken  over  ” by  the  Council  and  declared  “ highways  repairable 
by  the  inhabitants  at  large.” 


6l.  MAKING  UP  PRIVATE  STREETS. 


The  following  roads  have  been  made  up  under  the  Private  Street  Works 
Act,  1892  : — Albert  Road  (158  lineal  yards),  Gladstone  Road  (201 
lineal  yards),  Silverbirch  Road  (332  lineal  yards),  and  Victoria  Road 
(157  lineal  yards),  a total  length  of  848  yards,  or  about  half  a mile. 

Plans  have  been  prepared,  and  tenders  obtained  for  “ making  up”  Hampton 
Road,  and  although  there  has  been  some  little  difficulty  in  getting  the 
owners  to  agree  to  the  Council’s  proposals,  yet  it  is  now  likely  the 
work  will  be  put  in  hand  immediately. 

After  many  negotiations  and  the  expenditure  of  a vast  amount  of  time, 
Trafalgar  Road  will  probably,  very  shortly,  be  in  a much  more  satisfac- 
tory condition  than  it  has  hitherto  been.  The  owners  in  one  section  of 
the  undeclared  portion  of  the  road  have  agreed  to  it  being  widened,  and 
this  having  been  done,  this  particular  section  is  in  course  of  being  “ made 
up.”  The  remaining  narrow  section  will  be  partially  “ made  up  ” under 
the  Private  Street  Works’  Act,  notices  in  connection  with  which  have 
been  served. 

Wesley  Road,  another  awkward  private  street  to  deal  with,  has  also  been 
partially  “ made  up,”  sufficiently  indeed  to  do  away  with  its  previous 
unhealthy  condition. 


62.  PUBLIC  STREET  IMPROVEMENTS. 


A scheme  was  prepared  for  widening,  etc.,  Kingsbury  Road,  Tyburn,  but  as 
the  cost  was  estimated  at  ^1,728,  a greatly-modified  one  was  afterwards 
carried  out,  the  length  of  road  widened  being  550  yards.  Road  widenings 
have  also  been  carried  out  in  Kingsbury  Road,  at  Woodend,  in  Gravelly 
Lane  between  Somerset  Road  and  Goosemore  Lane,  in  Court  Lane, 
George  Road,  High  Street  (opposite  to  the  School),  and  also  between 
York  Road  and  Coton  Lane,  in  Bromford  Lane  from  Kingsbury  Road 
to  the  “ Lad  in  the  Lane  Inn.” 

A scheme  has  been  prepared  for  laying  out  the  “ Oval,”  Minstead  Road,  as 
an  open  space,  and  making  up  the  adjoining  road,  and  is  now  before  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

W orks  of  kerbing  and  channelling  and  paving  footpaths  have  been  carried 
out  in  Gravelly  Hill,  Kingsbury  Road,  near  Woodend,  Gravelly  Lane, 
Court  Lane,  Spring  Lane,  Orphanage  Road,  Holliday  Road,  and  Hart 
Road. 


63  Sewerage  Works. 

136  connections  from  private  properties  to  the  public  sewers  have  been  made. 

An  extension  of  the  sewer  in  Witton  Road  towards  the  Canal  Bridge  has 
been  carried  out,  and  another  extension,  in  the  same  road,  from  Devkin 
Avenue  to  the  River  Bridge  is  in  course  of  construction. 

The  sewer  in  Goosemoor  Lane  has  been  extended  some  200  yards. 

Work  has  been  carried  out  for  the  Health  Committee  in  connection  with  the 
drainage  of  old  properties. 

A rider  sewer  has  been  constructed  in  George  Road  and  the  sewer  in  Albert 
Road  has  been  extended. 

New  sewers  have  been  constructed  in  Newman  Road,  King’s  Road,  and 
Dolman  Road. 

A scheme  is  under  consideration  for  the  drainage  of  Bromford. 

Surface  water  drainage  has  been  carried  out  in  Perry  Common  Road,  Turfpits 
Lane,  Kingsbury  Road,  King’s  Road,  Dolman  Road,  Albert  Road, 
Gladstone  Road.  Victoria  Road,  and  Silverbirch  Road. 

A scheme  for  the  surface  water  drainage  of  the  George  Road  area  is  under 
consideration. 

The  sewers,  generally,  have  been  kept  in  very  good  condition  by  constant 
inspection,  cleansing  and  flushing,  which  work  was  greatly  assisted,  in 
the  summer  months,  by  the  continuous  rains. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 

In  addition  to  the  work  carried  out  in  partially  laying  out  the  park,  dep6t, 
etc.,  some  miles  of  telephone  couduits  and  electric  lighting  cables  were 
laid  down  in  the  district. 
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64.  HOUSE  REFUSE  REMOVAL. 

The  work  of  this  department  has  included  the  removal  of  5,138  loads  of 
refuse,  as  against  4,794  loads  during  the  previous  year  ; 4,605  of  these 
loads  were  from  “ dry  ” pits,  compared  with  3,746,  and  533  were  of 
nightsoil,  the  amount  during  the  previous  year  being  1,048  loads. 

The  total  number  of  removals  made  amounted  to  240,264,  and  of  these 
238,837  were  from  “ dry”  pits  and  1,427  from  “ wet  ” ones. 

These  figures  indicate  what  an  important  and  ever-increasing  Department 
this  is  ; and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  a complaint  of  want  of  attention 
is  not  only  very  rare  but  upon  investigation  a satisfactory  explanation  is 
generally  forthcoming. 

The  decrease  in  the  amount  of  night  soil  from  1,048  loads  in  1906  to  533  in 
1907  is  extremely  satisfactory,  and  it  is  one  of  the  pleasing  results  of  the 
Health  Department’s  activity  in  the  conversion  of  middens  to  water 
closets. 

The  Department  commenced  its  career  with  the  ambition  of  eventually 
effecting  a weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  from  the  whole  of  the 
district — no  light  undertaking  in  so  wide-spreading  an  area  with  a some- 
what scattered  population — and  during  the  year  under  review  this 
ambition  has  been  realised,  with  w7hat  must  be  beneficial  results. 

The  amount  of  waste  paper  thrown  amongst  the  refuse  continues  to  be  a 
“burning”  question,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  more  shopkeepers  and 
householders  have  not  taken  advantage  of  Messrs.  Smith,  Stone  and 
Knight’s  offer  to  supply  them  with  bags  and  remove  the  paper 
periodically,  for  this  method  of  disposal  of  the  waste  paper  has  been 
very  satisfactory  to  those  people  who  have  given  it  a trial. 

65.  I should  like  to  add  in  addition  to  what  Mr.  Humphries 
says,  that  I am  convinced  at  the  present  time,  in  no  District  in  the 
County  of  Warwick,  is  the  removal  of  house  refuse  better  carried 
out  than  in  Erdington,  and  a continuance  of  the  system,  with  its 
necessary  developments  as  the  District  grows,  must  conduce 
materially  to  its  well-being  in  the  future. 

VACCINATION. 

66.  The  Table  in  the  Appendix  is  on  the  whole  a satisfactory 
one,  for  out  of  632  births  registered,  536  children  have  been 
successfully  vaccinated,  39  have  died  before  vaccination,  and  14 
cases  are  under  postponement.  Twenty-one  certificates  of  concien- 
tious  objection  have  been  obtained.  I desire  again  to  call  attention 
to  the  very  excellent  way  in  which  the  Vaccination  Officer  has 
carried  out  his  duties,  but  at  the  same  time,  I must  sound  a note 
of  warning,  when  I observe  that  the  number  of  persons  who 
have  obtained  conscientious  objection  certificates  has  risen  from 
eight  to  21.  I hope  that  this  is  but  a temporary  increase,  and  that 


the  practically  immune  condition  of  the  District  as  regards  Small- 
pox, owing  to  its  being  a well  vaccinated  one,  will  be  allowed  to 
continue. 

SYSTEMATIC  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

67.  I have  on  a previous  page  referred  to  the  fact  that  owing  to 
the  appointment  of  a Sub-Inspector,  systematic  inspection  of  the 
district  had  been  commenced,  and  well  carried  on  during  the 
latter  half  of  the  year.  This,  I think,  I may  describe  as  one  of  the 
Sanitary  events  of  the  year.  Short  Heath  Ward,  which  from  its 
nature,  is  the  Ward  where  systematic  inspection  is  most  necessary, 
has  been  chiefly  attended  to,  and  no  less  than  1,160  houses  have 
been  carefully  inspected,  the  results  found  tabulated,  and  where 
necessary  remedial  measures  taken. 

COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

68.  Much  attention  has  been  given  to  these  during  the  year. 
They  have  been  visited  on  several  occasions,  and  the  Inspector 
informs  me  that  considerable  improvement  is  to  be  found  in  the 
way  they  are  maintained.  In  three  instances  the  use  of  Cowsheds 
has  been  abandoned.  There  is  no  doubt  that  at  the  present  time 
a desideratum  is  that  milkers,  cows,  and  Cowsheds  should  be  kept 
in  a more  cleanly  condition.  The  very  nature  of  the  trade  is  such, 
that  unless  special  precautions  are  taken,  it  leads  to  the  possible 
contamination  of  the  milk,  from  the  bodies  of  the  cows  and  the 
clothing  of  the  milkers,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  everything 
should  be  done  to  encourage  as  far  as  possible,  the  cleanly  produc- 
tion of  milk. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

69.  There  is  again  an  increase  in  the  number  of  workshops  in 
the  District.  The  number  this  year  is  65,  as  compared  with  54  in 
the  previous  year.  The  Inspector  reports  that  he  has  inspected 
these,  and  that  generally  they  are  well  maintained,  and  that  as 
regards  cleanliness  and  ventilation,  they  have  been  satisfactory. 
There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  m the  District.  The  nature 
of  the  workshops,  with  the  results  of  inspection,  will  be  found  in 
tabular  form  in  the  Appendix. 
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CONCLUSION. 

70.  The  facts  cited  above,  conclusively  prove  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  District,  as  well  as  your  Council,  are  to  be  heartily 
congratulated  on  the  health  shown  during  the  year.  The  death- 
rate  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  ; the  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  also 
a record  one  ; while  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  is  a remarkably  low  one  for  a district  as  large  and  as 
urban  in  character  as  Erdington,  and  so  closely  associated  with 
large  centres  of  population  like  the  City  of  Birmingham. 

71.  Looking  at  the  equipment  of  the  District,  too,  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  it  can  be  much  improved.  Its  situation  and  site  is  all 
that  can  be  desired.  Its  system  of  sewers  is  satisfactory.  Its 
isolation  accommodation  is  also  satisfactory,  and  indeed,  it  is  well 
supplied  with  most  of  the  sanitary  armament  it  requires  to  con- 
tinue the  fight  against  preventable  disease. 

72.  At  the  present  time,  only  two  things  seem  to  me  to  be 
worthy  of  further  consideration.  The  institution  of  a Destructor 
for  dealing  with  household  refuse,  and  the  question  of  whether 
some  further  steps  should  not  be  taken  to  deal  with  preventable 
infant  mortality.  We  have  this  year  reached  what  I think  may  be 
termed  a normal  figure,  but  unless  steps  are  taken — chiefly  in  the 
way  of  instructing  young  mothers  how  to  avoid  many  pitfalls — -we 
can  hardly  hope  for  the  records  of  1907  to  be  maintained. 

73.  Let  me  again,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  thank  you, 
the  Committee,  and  my  brother  officers,  for  the  courtesy  and  con- 
sideration again  extended  to  me.  The  relations  existing  between 
the  Sanitary  Committee  and  its  staff  have  in  no  small  measure 
conduced  to  the  excellent  results  I have  been  able  to  record  in 
this  Report. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BOSTOCK  HILL,  M.Sc.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Camb., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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The  Union  Workhouse  is  within  the  District. 


TABLE  II Erdington  Urban  District. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1907  and  previous  years. 
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TABLE  g 1 a. — Erdington  Urban  District. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1907. 
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Isolation  Hospital  : Aston  Manor  Joint  Hospital,  partly  in  Perry  Barr  and  Erdington  Urban  Districts. 
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TabSe  V.— Erdington  Urban  District. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1907.  Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  weei^s  and  ninths  under  One  Year  of  age. 
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Water:  Results  of  Analysis  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
Department  during  the  Year  1907,  in  the  Urban 
Sanitary  District  of  Erdington. 


Inspection  and  | 

Observations  made. 

Formal  Notices 

by  Authority. 

Nuisances  abated 

after  Notice. 

Dwelling 

Foul  Conditions 

1 45  7 

2 I 

379 

Houses 

Structural  Defects 

1386 

17 

465 

and 

Overcrowding 

15 

I 

3 

Schools. 

^Unflt  for  Habitation... 

29 

— 

4 

Lodging  Houses 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

83 

— 

7 

Cow  Sheds 

77 

— 

21 

Bakehouses 

84 

— 

5 

Slaughter  Houses 

35 

— 

2 

Canal  Boats 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

435 

31 

83 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  .... 

IOI 

— 

41 

Water  Closets 

414 

I I 

104 

TT  nil  qp 

Defective  Traps 

226 

5 

40 

Jl  JL  U LI  0 L/ 

No  Disconnection 

65 

— 

14 

Drainage 

Other  Faults 

446 

— 

148 

Water  Supply 

36 

2 ' 

n 

0 

Pigsties  ... 

42 

— 

6 

Animals  improperly  kept 

225 

— 

49 

Offensive  Trades 

76 

1 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

47 

— 

12 

Other  Nuisances 

377 

— 

68 

Totals 

5656 

89 

1 45  5 

3' 


TABLE  VII. — continued. 

No. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 

— 

H ' i found  Adulterated 

— 

i-  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

2.0 

ii  it  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

2 

Precautions  Against  Infectious  Disease. 


Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ... 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  n ii  it  ii 

Prosecuticns  for  not  No  ifying  Existence  of  Infectious 
Disease 

Convictions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious 
Disease 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things 
Convictions  i-  n n m ii 

Drains  tested  with  Smoke  Machine 
ii  found  Defective 
Licenses  issued  for  Hackney  Carriages 
" for  Drivers  and  Conductors 

" for  Pawnbrokers  ... 

" for  Gamedealers  ... 

ii  for  Benzoline  and  Petrol... 

Prosecutions — Offensive  Trades  ... 

Convictions — i>  m Adjourned 


92 

ioo 


24 

5 

9 

22 

n 

O 

'i 

0 

9 

1 
i 


WALTER  BROWN,  Inspector  of  Nuisances , 


. 


s.  i 


TABLE  VIII.— Erdington  Urban  District  Council 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 


Extract  from  Register. 


No.  of 

No.  of  person; 

Water  closet 

No. 

\ 

Nature  and  amount  of 

Cubic 

persons 

em 

rloyed 

accommodation 

N ature  of  work  carried  on 

that 

C 

Regis*) 

moving  power  c 

opacity 

may  be 

c 

V 

<r. 
fci)  C 

<v 

_ 

<u 

g 

O 

£ 

ter  j 

em- 

ployed 

<U 

c 

0 

£ 

n c/5 

0 

> a 

0 

ci 

O 

H 

Men 

1 

1 ; 

Baking  Bread  and  Confectionerv  .. 

Nil 

2088 

8 

1 

2 I 

ditto  ' ... 

5 ; 

2945 

1 1 

6 

6 

1 

— 

3 

ditto 

5 5 

2230 

8 

4 

4 

1 

— 

4 

ditto 

? 5 

3S0O 

15 

4 

4 

1 

— 

ditto 

? 5 

936 

-» 

J 

1 

1 

1 

— 

6 1 

ditto 

5170 

20 

3 

9 

J 

1 

— 

/ | 

ditto 

960 

3 

1 

— 

S ' 

ditto  ...1 

J J 

1620 

6 

3 

3 

1 

— 

9 

ditto 

5 5 

IOS9 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

10 

ditto 

Steam  power 

4600 

18 

6 

6 

r 

— 

11 

ditto 

Nil 

IOSO 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

12 

Bakehouse  not  used  at  present) 

5 5 

1330 

5 

- 

— 

1 

— 

13 

Baking  Bread  ...  ...  . . 

1 146 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

14 

Baking... 

5 5 

2242 

8 

2 

2 

1 

— 

15 

ditto 

1460 

5 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

16 

Farrier  and  Wheelwright... 

5 5 

4620 

18 

4 

4 

1 

— 

ditto 

J 5 

6097 

24 

3 

-> 

- 

— 

ditto 

55 

I904 

7 

1 

1 

- 

— 

17 

ditto 

5 5 

6720 

26 

- 

— 

1 

— 

ditto 

5 5 

io557 

42 

- 

— 

- 

— 

I 

ditto 

5 5 

3519 

14 

- 

— 

- 

— 

ditto 

■>  5 

6325 

25 

- 

- 

- 

— 

18 1 

ditto 

5 5 

1.344 

5 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Farriers 

5 5 

10962 

43 

6 

6 

1 

— 

19 

ditto 

5 5 

2426 

9 

2 

2 

1 

— 

ditto 

1516 

6 

1 

1 

— 



20 

Bicycle  Making ... 

5 5 

1170 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

21  , 

ditto 

5 5 

2327 

9 

2 

2 

1 

_ 

22 

23 

ditto 

Saw  Mill 

55 

8-h.p.  steam  engine 

5692 

19890 

22 

79 

2 

-> 

J 

2 

3 

1 

1 

24  ! 

Laundrying 

ditto 

Nil 

5 5 

1539 

1410 

25 

8 

- 

8 

- 

I 

ditto 

ditto 

5 5 

55 

669 

1336 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

25 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Printing 

5 5 

8-h.p.  steam  engine 

1336 

10540 

42 

— 

_ 

6 

6 

1 

3 

55 

14400 

57 

1 

b 

5 

12 

- 

— 

5 5 

27750 

hi 

- 

19 

24 

43 

- 

— 

26 

5 5 

Nil 

10237 

2200 

40 

8 

2 

2 

6 

8 

2 

I 

— 

ditto 

55 

2200 

8 

1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

27 

ditto 

2^-h.p.  gas  engine 

1689 

6 

4 

4 

1 



1050 

4 

I 

— 

28 

29 

ditto 

Carpentry  and  Joinery 

Nil 

1889 

1396 

4410 

7 

5 

17 

I 

1 

2 

1 

2 

I 

I 

— 

30 

Carpentry  and  Joinery,  and  Plumbing 

5 5 

4041 

16 

4 

4 

1 

_ 

4056 

16 

3 

3 

— 

Means  of  lighting 

Means  of 
warming 

Means  of  ventilation 

Means  of  escape 
from  fire 

Gas  and  by  windows 

Nil 

Windows  and  ventilating  gratings 

doorway 

doorwavs  at  each  end 

Gas,  windows  and  skylights 

5 5 

Windows  and  skylights 

Gas.and  windows 

5 5 

Windows  and  ventilating  gratings 

doorwav 

Windows  and  skylights  ... 

5 5 

Windows  and  ventilating  gratings  .. 

two  doorways 

Window 

5 5 

Windows  and  ventilating  gratings  .. 

doorwav 

Windows 

5 5 

Windows  and  ventilating  gratings  . 

ditto 

Windows  and  skylights  ... 

5 5 

Windows  and  skylights 

ditto 

Windows  and  skylights  ... 

5 5 

Windows,  skylight  and  gratings 

ditto 

Windows 

5 5 

Windows  and  gratings 

ditto 

Windows  and  gratings 

5 5 

Windows  and  gratings 

ditto 

Windows  and  gas 

5 5 

Windows  and  gratings 

ditto 

Window 

Fireplace 

Windows  aud  gratings 

ditto 

Window  and  fanlight 

Nil 

Windows  and  gratings 

ditto 

Windows  and  gas 

5 5 

Skylight  and  gratings 

doorway 

Gas,  window  and  doors  ... 

5 5 

Skylight  and  gratings 

ditto 

Gas,  window  and  doors  ... 

Gas,  window  and  doors  ... 

5 5 

Windows,  gratings  and  doorways  ... 

ditto 

5 5 

Windows,  gratings  and  doorways  ... 

doorways 

Gas,  window  and  doors  ... 

5 5 

Windows,  gratings  and  doorways  ... 

ditto 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights 

5 5 

Windows  and  doorways  ... 

ditto 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights 

5 5 

Windows  and  doorways 

ditto 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights 

5 5 

Windows  and  doorways  ... 

ditto 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights 

5 5 

W indows  and  doorways  ... 

ditto 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights  . . 

5 5 

Windows  and  doorways  .. 

ditto 

Windows,  gas  and  skylights 

5 5 

Skylights  and  doorway 

ditto 

Skylight  and  windows 

5 5 

Skylights  and  doorway 

doorwav 

Skylight  and  windows 

5 5 

8 kvlighls  and  doorway 

ditto 

Windows 

Windows  and  doorway 

ditto 

Windows 

5 1 

Windows 

doorways 

Glass  roof  and  gas 

Coal  stove 

Skylight  and  doorways 

doorwavs  at  each  end 

Skylight  and  doorways 

Nil 

Doorways 

doorways 

Windows  and  gas 

Fireplaces 

and 

stoves 

Windows  and  fireplaces  ... 

wood  staircases 
inside  house 

Skylight,  gas  and  windows 

Steam 

Windows  and  fans 

doorways 

Windows  and  gas 

Coal  stove 

Windows  ...  ' 

wood  staircase  inside 
and  doorway 

Windows  and  gas 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  fireplace 

wood  staircase  inside 

Window 

5 5 

Window  and  fireplace 

doorwavs 

Windows 

Oil  stoves 

Windows  and  doorway 

doorways 

Skylights  and  windows 

Nil 

Windows  and  doorwav 

voodstaircaseoutside 

Skylights  and  windows  ... 

1 

REMARKS 


not  in  use  at  present 
fair 

fair  condition 

ceiling  limewashed 
ceiling,  walls,  and  floor  cleansed 
not  in  use 
floor  cleansed 

fair  condition,  floor  cleansed 
fair  condition 
ditto 
ditto 

fair  condition 
good  condition 
not  in  use 
fair  condition 
ditto 
ditto 

not  in  use  at  present 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

fair  condition,  w.c.  provided 
limewashed 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

fair  condition 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


ditto 

fair  condition 


ditto 

ditto 

fair  condition 


* 


Table  VIII. — continued. 


No  of 

N 0.  of  persons 

Water  closet 

Xo. 

Nature  and  amount  of 
moving  power  c 

Cubic 

apacity 

persons 

employed 

accommodation 

Means  of 
warming 

Reci- 

Nature  of  work  carried  on. 

that 
may  be 

s 

£ 

ir. 

sc  g 
a g 

C 

45 

U 

2 

c 

45 

£ 

Means  of  lighting 

Means  of  ventilation 

Means  of  escape 
from  fire 

REMARKS 

ployed 

£ > 

0 45 

H 0. 

2 

0 

H 

45 

S 

0 

£ 

3‘ 

Carpentry  and  J oinery 

Nil  . : 

>0160 

80 

2 

2 

I 1 

) 

4910 

59 

3 

3 

- 

Skylights  and  windows  ... 

Nil 

Windows  and  doorways  ... 

doorways 

fair  condition 

3577 

22 

1 

1 

1 

J 

ditto 

ditto 

5 5 

450s 

l8 

- 

1 

}- 

ditto 

1312 

5 

- 

Windows 

55 

Windows 

doorway 

not  in  use  at  present 

33 

5 5 

4056 

16 

4 

4 

1 

ditto 

6090 

24 

4 

4 

— 

Windows  and  gas 

Gas  stove 

Windows  and  doorways  ... 

wood  stairs  inside 

fair  condition 

34 

ditto 

Cabinet  Making.  . 

5 5 

1596 

6 

3 

d 

1 

Window  and  doorway 

Coal  stove 

and  doorway 
doorway 

not  in  use  at  present 

Windows  and  doorways  .. 

35 

5 5 

1890 

7 

2 

2 

2 

Plumbing  and  Gasfitting  . . 

1420 

5 

1 

1 

— 

Windows  and  gas 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  fireplace 

wood  stairs  and 
doorway 
staircase 

fair  condition 

36 

55 

3375  1 

13 

3 

3 

6 

1 

Nil 

Doorways 

fair  condition 

Tailoring 

3712 

14 

2 

2 

4 

— 

Windows 

Coal  stove 

doorway 

ditto 

37 

5 5 

1167 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

— 

Windows  and  gas 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  fireplace 

doorway  & staircase 

ditto 

3S 

Shoemaking 

» 5 

1512 

6 

— 

Window,  fanlight  and  gas 

Gas 

Doorway 

doorway 

not  in  use  at  present 

39 

ditto 

5 5 

848 

'y 

J 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Window 

Fireplace 

Window  and  fireplace 

ditto 

fair 

40 

ditto 

55 

494 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Windows  and  gas 

Gas 

Iron  grating  and  fanlight... 

ditto 

fair 

41 

ditto 

55 

1248 

4 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Windows  and  gas 

Oil  stove 

Fanlight 

ditto 

ditto 

< y 

Millinery 

5 5 

n88 

4 

- 

2 

2 

1 

Window 

Fireplace 

Window,  fanlight  and  fireplace 

ditto 

fair  condition 

ditto 

Windows  and  gas 

Fireplaces 

Windows  and  fireplaces 

ditto 

ditto 

43 

5 5 

1104 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Windows  and  gas 

5 5 

Windows  and  fireplaces  ... 

doorway  & staircase 

ditto 

1817 

7 

--  ; 

2 

5 

7 

Windows  and  gas 

5 5 

Windows  and  fireplaces  ... 

ditto 

ditto 

Dressmaking 

1579 

6 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Windows  and  gas 

Windows  and  fireplaces  ... 

ditto 

44 

5 5 

135° 

5 

- 

3 

2 

5 

1 

Windows  and  gas  ^.. 

Windows  and  fireplaces  ... 

stairease 

fair 

45 

ditto 

5 5 

1763 

7 

- 

2 

2 

4 

1 

Windows  and  gas 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  fireplaces  ... 

doorway 

fair  condition 

46 

Dressmaking  and  Milliner}' 

55 

2907 

11 

8 

8 

1 

Windows  and  gas 

Windows  and  fireplaces  ... 

staircase 

ditto 

47 

Sausage-skin  Manufactory 

5 5 

4851 

18 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Windows,  gas  and  louvres 

Coal  stove 

Skylight  and  louvres 

doorway 

ditto 

48 

Clock  Matenal  Manufactory 

Gas  engine 

2998 

12 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

Windows  and  skylights  |... 

Windows 

ditto 

ditto 

49 

U atch  and  Clock  Repairer 
Shoemaking 

Baking.  &c. 
ditto 

Carpentry  and  Joinery 

Baking.  &c. 

Nil 

1031 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Windows  and  skylights  ... 

Door  and  window 

woodstaircaseoutside 

ditto 

5° 

5 5 

506 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Windows  and  skylights  ... 

Windows  and  ventilation  bricks 

doorway 

new  premises 

51 

-5  5 

2410 

9 

J 

J) 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Gas 

Windows  and  ventilation  bricks 

ditto 

ditto 

S2 

55 

2771 

11 

4 

4 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Gas 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

ditto 

5 5 

2342 

9 

2 

2 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Oil  stove 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

fair  condition 

54 

55 

4000 

16 

4 

4 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Gas  and 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

new  premises 

55 

56 

57 

-c 

Harness  Making 

Dressmaking 

Millinery 

ditto 

Dressmaking 

Boot  Repairing 
ditto 

55 

55 

5 > 

55 

097 

1 2 sO 

1657 

IO46 

4 

5 

6 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

4 

4 

4 

I 

1 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Windows 

Windows 

Windows 

ovens 

Fireplace 

55 

5 5 

Windows  and  doors 

Windows  and  doors 

Windows  and  doors 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

wooden  staircase 
ditto 
ditto 

fair  condition 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

30 

55 

1339 

5 

5 

1 

6 

I 

Windows 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

number  of  workers  reduced 

59 

60 

5 5 

55 

Il88 

I484 

4 

5 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

Windows 

Windows 

5 5 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  doors 

Windows  and  doors 

doorway 

ditto 

fair  condition 
workshop  cleansed 

61 
* 62 

ditto 

Dressmaking  and  Tailoring 

Cabinet  Making... 
ditto 

Dressmaking 

Tailoring 

Dressmaking 

ditto 

55 

1567 

6 

1 

1 

Windows 

& oil  stove 

Windows  and  doors 

ditto 

limewashed  and  w.c.  repaired 

5 5 

1260 

5 

3 

3 

1 

Windows 

Fireplace 

Windows  and  doors 

staircase 

fair  condition 

55 

5494 

21 

3 

3 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Nil 

Windows,  skylight,  lift,  and  doors... 

lift,  doors  & staircase 

ditto 

63 

64 

65 

66 

5 5 

* 55 

55 

5 5 

1639 

958 

1276 

1334 

6 

5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Windows  and  doors 

Window 

Window 

Window 

5 5 

Fireplace 

5 5 

Windows,  skylight,  lift,  and  doors... 
Window  and  door 

Window  and  door 

Window  and  door 

ditto 

staircase  inside 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

5 5 

564 

2 

1 

1 

Window 

5 5 

Window  and  door 

ditto 

ditto 

2 ■ 


: t 
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TABLE  IX.— Erdington  Urban  District. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and 

Home  work. 


I. — INSPECTION  : Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector 

or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Prose- 

cutions 

Factories  ( including  Factory  Laundries) 

12 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 
Workplaces  ... 

35 

7 

J 

I 

Total  

97 

7 

I 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Prose- 
cution s 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

Want  of  Ventilation 

I 

I 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  F'loors 

I 

I 

Other  Nuisances 

4 

4 

I 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation 

3 

3 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  Requirements  for  Bakehouses 

2 

2 

Total 

13 

13 

I 

3.  — HOME  WORK. 


, 

Nature  of  Work. 

Addresses  of  Out- 
workers. 

Inspection 
of  Out- 
workers’ 
premises 

Received 
from  other 
Councils 

Forwarded 
to  other 
Councils 

Wearing  Apparel — making,  etc.  ... 

9 

2 

15 

Carding,  etc.,  of  Buttons,  etc. 

1 

7 

p 

Paper  Bags  and  Boxes 

1 

7 

Total 

1 1 

2 

21 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  ..  ...  ...  •••  •••  65 

5— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (s.  5)  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 1 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  ...  1 


TABLE  X. — Erdington  Urban  District. 
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No  of  con 

seientious 

objection 

certificates. 

20 

I 

2 I 

No.  of  cases  j 

remaining 

unvaccinated 

at  date  of 

this  Return. 

X w 

in 

No.  of 
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Erdington,  ERNEST  H ATELEY, 

January  4th , 1 go8.  Vaccination  Officer. 
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TABLE  XI.— Erdington  Urban  District. 


Systematic  House=to  = Mouse  Inspection. 

No.  of  Houses  Inspected,  1,160. 


The  following  is  a table  showing  the  nuisances  and  defects 
discovered  in  the  course  of  the  House-to-House  Inspection  : — 


Obstructed  or  defective  drains 
Defective  or  dilapidated  water  closets 
Dirty  houses  or  parts  thereof  ... 

Defective  floors,  ceilings,  walls,  &c.  ... 

Defective  sinks 
Defective  spouting  or  roofs 
Defective  yard  or  entry  paving 
Overcrowding  ... 

Animals  and  poultry  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance 

Houses  without  efficient  ventilation  (windows  made  to 
open,  &c.) 

Other  nuisances 


29 

48 

27 

27 

61 

37 

44 

o 

32 

32 

19 


Total 


356 


